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trends and developments in various areas of New York law. In Al-
lied Chemical Co. v. Niagara Mohawk Power Corp., the New York
Court of Appeals, finding a determination by the State Public Ser-
vice Commission to be "quasi-judicial" in nature, applied the doc-
trine of collateral estoppel to an administrative decision.
In People v. Williams, the Supreme Court, Criminal Term,
Queens County, vacated a criminal conviction based upon a denial
of the defendant's constitutional right to licensed counsel. The de-
fendant had been represented by an attorney; the court held, how-
ever, that disbarment of the attorney, subsequent to the defend-
ant's conviction, retroactively rendered that representation
constitutionally deficient.
The doctrine of continuous relationship, originally developed
as a statute of limitations toll in the physician-patient context, was
extended by the Supreme Court, New York County, in McCabe v.
RMJ Securities. The McCabe court applied the doctrine in the
context of an executor-beneficiary relationship.
Again addressing the area of statute of limitations, the Appel-
late Division, Second Department, in Bongiorno v. D.LG.L, Inc.,
held that when a decedent's estate brings a Dram Shop action, the
three-year period of CPLR 214(2), rather than the two-year wrong-
ful death limitation period, is applicable.
Finally, the Appellate Division, Second Department's decision
in Burgel v. Burgel is also highlighted in this issue. The Burgel
court, construing discovery provisions of the CPLR, held that pro-
duction of a parent's hair sample for drug testing in a child cus-
tody case was relevant and reasonable, and that the discovery pro-
cedure could not be defeated by protective order.
It is hoped that The Survey's treatment of these develop-
ments in New York law will be of help and interest to the New
York practitioner.
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